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PAGE 01 STATE 226471 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NEA-10 PM-05 MCE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 DODE-OO TRSE-00 /040 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/RPP/PM:COL.SMQUIGG:STT 
APPROVED BY ARA:SSHELTON 
ARA/RPP:REJOHNSON 
ARA/CAR:BECKHAM (DRAFT) 

NEA:COL. GROSS (DRAFT) 

PM/MC:BRYANT (SUBS) 

000305 071322Z/47 

O 071307Z SEP 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 226471 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: DR, MASS 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED DIVERSION OF M- 1 6'S 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED A REPORT FROM U.S. CUSTOMS 
ALLEGING THAT A NUMBER, POSSIBLY 3000, OF COLT M-16 
RIFLES HAVE BEEN DIVERTED FROM THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
TO LEBANON. 

2. WE APPROVED TWO LICENSES FOR M-16S IN THE PAST, ONE 
ON NOVEMBER 24, 1976 FOR 2000 RIFLES WHICH WERE EXPORTED 
ON DECEMBER 7, 1976. THE SECOND WAS ISSUED ON JULY 28, 

1977 AND 3000 RIFLES EXPORTED ON DECEMBER 16, 1977. 

3. OTHER THAN THE REPORT IN HAND FROM U.S. CUSTOMS. WE 
ARE UNAWARE OF ANY IRREGULARITIES IN DOMINICAN PROCURE- 
MENT OF THESE OR ANY OTHER WEAPONS. DEPARTMENT WOULD 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 226471 

APPRECIATE EMBASSY CHECKING ON A DISCREET REPEAT 
DISCREET BASIS AS TO WHETHER THE DOMINICAN ARMED FORCES 
HAVE 5000 M-16S IN INVENTORY. CHRISTOPHER 
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